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JOURNEYS HOME

Salome C. Mnoromele and Lisa Day-Lindsey

A a major origin of emigranes o the western bemisgphers, the African continenit
har szen its share of both forced and woluniteer emigracion. DCunng the recond
immigration phass of the African diaspora, most Africans wiewsd the West as a

place of opportunicy, whers an sducation could be cbtaiced oo assist in political and
economic advancement in their homelands.

However, the seree of optimism that accompanied che new immigrants scon wared
as their hopes for the evenimal voyage home dimmed: deteriorating economic
cordicione and political inscabilicy creared by che aftermath of colonization ensured
ot only permanent exile from their rative land:, but also che ardval of millions of
ofhers flzeing the same economic bardships, and in many instances, political
instabilicy.

This anthiclogy of poems and personal narmtives by wricers from Ethiopia, Ghara,

Liberia, Mali, Sudan, Mipera, Sierra Leore, Uganda, ard Jimbabwe will make
readers laugh, cry, smils, and worder ar the life of the immigrant. This collection

reflects the Blerd and clash of cultures, and the pain and triumphs. Fesiding in
wvarious parts of the world, the Ulnited Srares, Metherlands, Wales, Britmin, Franoe,
ard Cfacar, chese writers give voice to the deep, but often forpotten salient =ffeces
of immigration on the African people who hawve Left theeir family, community, and
lamd of origin. These pexis are their journeys home.
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